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Schoharie Valley Gospel Church 

PO Box 7, 133 Sprakers Rd.  Sloansville NY 12160 

“Loving God, Loving others.” 
 
 

“Go for the  Valley”“ 

To reach every family; To 

rescue the lost, restore the 

hurting, rebuild the broken 

with the message of faith, 

hope and love.” 

Dear Friend; 

 

I would like to let you know how blessed we are that you are 

considering membership at Schoharie Valley Gospel Church. Making 

the commitment to be "part of the family" here will be a mutually 

beneficial experience. 

I have learned that the basic need of all people is to make a significant 

difference in life and to be involved in a cause greater than themselves. 

We believe people "bloom" when they are serving the Lord, being 

planted in a particular local Church. I have seen people grow into the 

person God wants them to be through their service in the Body of 

Christ. It enhances personal and spiritual growth when we serve one 

another "as unto the Lord." 

My wife and I along with our Church body want to welcome you. 

Please know that we are here to pray and encourage you in your walk 

with the Lord. Thank you for considering being a part of t his local 

Church and joining hands with us. 

After having completed the membership class you will be invited to 

complete a membership application. Along with filling this out, I would 

like to personally meet with you to pray, encourage and answer any 

questions you may have about membership and the ministry here at 

S.V.G.C. I look forward to this time with you. A confirmation letter of 

your new membership status will be sent to you in the mail. We will 

also recognize new members on a designated Sunday morning in which 

you will receive a certificate of membership.  

God bless you! 

Sincerely, 

 

Pastor Brent and Linda Bushen 
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Schoharie Valley Gospel Church 

“GO FOR THE VALLEY” 

Church Mission Statement 

“Loving Go, Loving others.” 

Church Vision Statement 

 “We are passionately going for the valley, to reach every family, to rescue the 
lost, restore the hurting and rebuild the broken  

with a  message of faith, hope and love” 

Church Values 

 We value the "Great Commandment" and the "Great Commission" 

(That by loving God, ourselves and others, we make "Christ Known" to a lost and hurting 
world. Using God inspired outreach as a vehicle to reach individuals and families for Christ. )  

 We value the Shepherding of God's people 

(That through life's journey we are loved, protected, instructed, encouraged, healed and 
strengthened. We are building up one individual and family at a time.) 

 We value Biblical Doctrine and Worship  

(The Bible is our foundation for truth and our guide for passionate and holy living. That we 
honor Christ and His Church.) 

 We value Discipleship  

(To mature believers through preaching, teaching and the application God’s Word to their 
daily lives. To equip God’s people for serving one another with their spiritual gifting. )  

 We value Relationships  

(That inspires and creates a compassionate community of all ages, filled with faith, hope, love, 
acceptance, and accountability.) 
 

 We value Individual and Corporate Prayer  

(That will transform lives through the power and presence of God, resulting in spiritual 
transformation, renewal and revival.) 

 We value the Holy Spirit  

(Who empowers us for supernatural living, service and ministry. Growing in the fruit of the 
Spirit and allowing the Gifts of the Holy Spirit to manifest in our services for edification, 
exhortation and comfort.) 

 We value Servant-hood and Leadership 

(The selfless lifestyle of serving and leading one another in excellence.) 

 We value Biblical Stewardship 

(To be accountable to God for all that we have and do.)  

 We value Co-laboring with Churches and Organization  

(To bring restoration, healing and unity to our community and its people.) 

 



Schoharie Valley Gospel Church 

2017 and beyond for the Glory of God 

 
The heart and goal of this vision is to bring glory to God by presenting Jesus Christ with as 

many Christ like disciples before He returns! 

 

"Him we preach and proclaim, warning and admonishing everyone and instructing                     

everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of  God),                               

that we may present every person mature (fully grown, fully initiated, complete, and perfect)                  

in Christ (the Anointed  One)." Col 1:28 

"Where there is no vision, the people perish…. "Pro 29: 18 

 

Let’s dream a little: 

 We dream of 150 Members who have committed themselves to the Mission, Vision and 
Values of Schoharie Valley Gospel Church 

 We dream of a network of 10 home fellowship groups within our church providing support, 
encouragement and accountability to our fellowship as they grow in Christ likeness. These 
groups will continue to be led by men and women trained to lead, feed, and care for those in 
their group. 

 We dream of our services involving 200 adult, children, and youth inspired, motivated and 
having a passion for Jesus and the lost. 

 We dream of adding on to our existing Church building – We would like to see a gym built 
with classrooms, extra office space dedicated to reaching out to our community and 
equipping and building up the body of Christ from young to old. 

 We dream of an outreach ministry - an ever expanding food pantry, community dinners and 
a clothing ministry. To bring a message of hope in hard economic times. 

 We dream of training up men, women and youth to be leaders in the 21st Century by 
providing education and hands-on training to equip them for their ministry in the local 
church and their life mission in the world, whether it is at home or in foreign missions. 

 We dream of working with churches of like faith and belief. To be unified in purpose 
bringing healing and restoration to Schoharie Valley - to have joint services, prayer 
meetings, evangelistic meetings and outreach endeavors to the needy. 

 

“GO CHURCH: LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS.” 

 
 

 



Scriptures on Church as a family: 

Acts 2:1 (NKJV)  
1  When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  

Acts 2:42 (NKJV)  
42  And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. 

Acts 2:46-47 (NKJV)  
46  So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47  praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved. 

Acts 4:23 (AMP)  
23  After they were permitted to go, [the apostles] returned to their own [company] and told 
all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.  

Acts 6:3 (NKJV)  
3  Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 

Acts 20:7 (NKJV)  
7  Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, 
ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 

Romans 12:5 (NKJV)  
5  so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NKJV)  
24  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,  
25  not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  

Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV)  
17  Obey those who rule (lead) over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, 
as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you.  

Revelation 2:1 (NKJV)  
1  "To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who holds the seven 
stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: (church’s) 

The Membership Process 

Why Church? Why join? 

One of the most frequently asked questions in the Church today is "why join?" We clearly 
live in an age of non-joiners. Some are distrustful organized religion, others are overly 
cautious and may have had a bad church experience and some don't think it is important at 
all. "What's the big deal anyway?" 

We need to learn to reshape our thinking by offering a positive and productive model of 
membership in the local Church. This can be done through a membership class, which is why 
you are here today. The question remains, “Why join?" The answer is commitment.  

The Christian Church is desperately lacking in commitment by her people. It's a commitment 
to Christ and His Church.  



The lack of commitment is reflected in low ministry involvement, Church hopping, 
inadequate financial support and poor attendance to prayer meetings and Bible studies. 
Evangelism and discipleship needs to improve as well. 

It is true that when someone becomes a Christian, they become an automatic "member" in 
the Kingdom of God, the universal Church.   

So joining the Church has nothing to do with salvation or eternal life. But the Church 
does represent the place of spiritual growth for the believer and equipping them for 
ministry and for reaching their world with the gospel.  

The Church is the God-ordained place of spiritual gifted ministry by those who are part of 
the team. Isn't it true that all teams require commitment?  

Professional athletes don't collect paychecks without playing ball. Well most of them. This 
certainly is not works-righteousness. We are saved by grace through faith alone, but this is 
"team-ball”. That is the central commitment they are making regarding membership. The 
new member is signing up to "Play Ball" on the "Jesus Team!"  

“The New Testament knows no Christians floating around in “just me and Jesus” land. 
Believers belong to churches. Ours society is a consumer culture where everything is 
tailored to meet our needs and satisfy our preferences. When those needs aren’t met, we can 
always move on to the next product, or job.  Joining a church in such an environment makes 
a counter-cultural statement. It says “I am committed to this group of people and they 
are committed to me. I am here to give, more than get.” 

“The church is corrupt; it’s just about money and a pastor’s ego,” or “I love Jesus, it’s the 
church I have a problem with.” My favorite one was, “When you organize the church it 
loses its power.”  

 

Below are listed reasons why membership in the family of God is important: 

1. Membership says, "I belong here,” and God said that believers belong together-             
(Hebrews 10:23-25; Acts 1:14; 2:42; 1Cor.14:23) 

2. Membership says, "We share the same ministry goals,” and God said that believers are to 
be committed to one another for the sake of spiritual impact (Ephesians 4:16; Colossians 
2:19; 1Peter 4:8-11). 

3. Membership says, "I accept responsibility for a group of fellow believers in the family 
of God," and that's God's plan as well- (Gal.6:1-2; 10; fames 5:19-20). 

4. Membership says, "I am accountable to my brothers and sisters in Christ for my walk 
with God," and God warns against spiritual autonomy-(Hebrews 13:17; Matthew 18:15-
20). 

5. Membership says, "I accept responsibility for how things are done in my local Church, 
“and God said that's how it should be- (1 Corinthians 12:20-27; Acts 6:1-5; Act 15:22; 
1Timothy 3:15). 

6. Membership can provide a deeper sense of belonging and fellowship (1Corinthians 12:12-
27). It's based on relationships which the Holy Spirit puts together. 

7. Membership provides protection from "wolves". Those who spread false teachings and 
bring division in the Church. It is very difficult to protect sheep when he, the shepherd is not 
certain which one's really consider him their shepherd- (John10:1-14; Hebrews 13:7,17; 
Acts 20:28-32). 

 



8. Membership provides for greater spiritual growth and maturity. One characteristic of 
maturity is our ability to make commitments. 

9. Membership provides loving and caring correction from spiritual leaders if and when 
needed-(2 Timothy 3:16; 4:2-4; Hebrews 13:17). 

The membership class, though broad in scope, converges on the central theme of 

commitment to Christ, His body and ministry. 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in 

Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with 

thanksgiving. (Col 2:6) 

The hope and prayer of this ministry is that having come this far, each of you has allowed your 

life to be deeply rooted and established in Christ.  The absence of this accomplished work in our 

lives only spells unnecessary trouble down the road. Our objective and goal is to grow up, to 

mature, both individually and collectively, as we make up a small part of the Body of Christ.  

Growth and development are accomplished through various means: The Word of God, the Holy 

Spirit, serving and right relationships to others in the body of Christ.  

But whether alone or together, God requires faithfulness to the added responsibility which go 

hand in-hand with maturity. As we entered into covenant relationship with God, we find 

ourselves committed not only to Him, but also to all those who make up His Body. In such a 

relationship, the depth of our maturity is tested and we stand accountable to God in our 

faithfulness to such. 

1) A Church Family provides for you and me: 

a) God's priority to live towards Message. 

b) God's people to live with Membership. 

c) God's principals to live by Maturity. 

d) God's purpose to live for Mission.  

2) Three important reasons for being a part of a Church family (Membership): 

a) Express your Commitment -Ultimately helps your commitment to God. (Matthew 22:37; 
Matthew 6:24) 

b) Experience Christian Unity- No "Lone Ranger" Christian. (1Peter 2:5; Philippians 2:2, 
Psalm 133) 

c) Exercise your Gifts --You are an important part of the Body of Christ.  (Romans 12:5; 
Ephesians 4:11n16; 1Peter 4:10; Heb.6:10). 

3) The blessings of being part of a Church family: 

a) Caring Friends. 

b) Warm  and Intimate fellowship. 

c) Personal  Prayer support. 

d) Learning the Bible and its application. 

e) Personal and Spiritual growth. 

 



4) The value and purpose within a Church family: 

a) A stated purpose will Motivate us. 

b) A stated purpose will keep our Priorities straight. 

c) A stated purpose will develop our Potential. 

d) A stated purpose will help us Minister more effectively. 

e) A stated purpose will help us Evaluate our progress. 

5) The priorities of our Church family: 

a) Discipleship (Growth in Christ). 

b) Sunday morning service. 

c) Sunday morning prayer. 

d) Wednesday Bible Study. 

e) Home Groups (Houses of refuge). 

f) Personal Ministry involvement. 

g) Leadership development and training. (Timothy Class) 

h) Community Outreach(Food Pantry, Community Dinner, Harvest Day Celebration) 

i) Men and Women's Ministries 

j) Evangelism 

6) Principals of being a Team Player. (Ministry = Serving): 

a) We are Partners in ministry, not Pew potatoes. 

b) Ministry is a Privilege not a Problem. 

c) Ministry enhances your Personal growth. 

d) Ministry is Pleasing to God to God. 

e) Ministry unleashes the Power of God. 

f) Ministry multiplies the Church's Potential and Effectiveness. 

7) Responsibilities  of Membership: Our responsibility to God's leaders: 

a) Support them in prayer  (Romans 15:30).  

b) Honor , respect, appreciate  and love them. (Philippians 2:29; 1Thessalonians 5:12-13). 

c) Monetarily support (1Corinthians 9:6-14; Galatians 6:6; 1Tim. 5:17-18; Philippians 
2:29), 

d) Obey and Submit to them. (Heb.13:7; 17; 1Peter 5:1-5). 

i) Submit (Submission) is an attitude of humility. It means to come under the influence of 
another for the purpose of action. In Eph. 5:21 the Bible tells us to be submitted to one 
another in the fear of God. It means to be subordinate to another. In the Greek, it is a 
military term meaning to “Rank Under.” 

ii) Pride is the enemy of humility. The opposite of a submissive attitude. 

iii) Being in submission is not being of less importance. It is being teachable and humble. 

 



iv) Where equality is stressed, submission is no problem. We know we are loved, accepted 
and cared for. We are called to be joint heirs-equality in Christ. This is the work of the 
cross.  

v) There is equality in worth, hierarchy (Chain of command) in function. Authority 
positions to establish order and peace. (Eph 4:1-2, Phil. 2:1-8) 

vi) When a pastor feels superior in attitude, submission become slavery. Extreme authority, 
lording or dominating people is the abuse of authority. (1 Peter 5:1-5) 

vii) 2 Corinthians 1:24 (NKJV) -24  Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are 
fellow workers (Partnership) for your joy; for by faith you stand. 

viii) Pastors with control issues-they feel insecure, threatened, and afraid. They intimidate 
and try to control. Yet this leads to rebellion in people. They become resentful towards 
authority, refusing to submit. They have been hurt and disillusioned.  

ix) Submission is for the purpose of movement. To flow together as a body of Christ to 
accomplish God’s purpose in the earth.  

x) Submission is an act of our will. We are in submission to Christ. In submission we learn to 
handle authority correctly without being offended, or rebellious. 

xi) When we submit to the pastor or church leadership, we are submitting to Christ , his 
Word, and the Holy Spirit. Matt 8:8-9; 20:25-28  

xii) The more you understand Submission and Authority the more you can grow in God. The 
more we can flow together in God’s purpose.  

xiii) Authority is exercised in love and service.  

8) Our responsibility to one another: 

a) Minister spiritual abilities (1Corinthians 14:26;  1Peter 4:10 ). 

b) Prayer and Intercession  (Ephesians 6:18; 2 Corinthians 1:11). 

c) Love each other (Colossians 2:2; Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 2:17). 

d) Comfort one another (1Thessalonians  4:18;5:11; 2 Corinthians 1:4). 

e) Giving Hospitality (1 Peter 4:9; Romans  12:13; Hebrews 13:2). 

f) Time and Strength( Galatians 6:10; Proverbs 3:27; Eccl. 4:9-10). 

g) Money and Possessions ( Romans 12:13;Acts 2:44-45; 1John 3:17 ). 

9) Our individual responsibility as a family member at S.V.G.C. 

a) Each person should give evidence of personal faith in the lord Jesus Christ as lord and Savior 
and a desire to obey the requirement written down in (Acts 2:36 -42). 

b) Each person should be Faithful and Consistent  in attending services at S.V.G.C. . 

c) Each person (if a new believer) should have Completed a Foundation in Faith Course. (A 
new Believers course) – It is on our Website at www.svgchurch.org 

d) Each person should be Water baptized. 

e) Each person should desire to be baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in 
tongues. (Acts 1:8, 2:1-4) 

f) Each person should take a “Spiritual Gifts Assessment “ on-line at our Website. 
Svgchurch.org 



g) Each person should be Faithful and Consistent in their offerings. 

10) Benefits in giving to the Lord(Financially and in serving the Lord with your gifting) 

a) God is pleased by your Obedience (Malachi 3:10). 

b) God is honored by your Faithfulness (Proverbs 3:9). 

c) It helps keep your priorities Straight (Matthew 6:21). 

d) You are eligible for a Blessing –You are already blessed in Christ-(Malachi 3:10, Eph 1:3, 
2 Peter 1:1-4). 

e) Guards Christians from Selfishness (Acts 20:35). 

f) God loves a cheerful Giver (2Cor. 9:6-12). 

g) Support of the great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20). 

h) Because God’s grace you have confidence that your needs will be Met (Matthew 6:33, Luke 
6:38, Phil 4:19, 2 Cor 8:8-11). 

i) It helps meet the needs of God's People (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

j) It reminds us that God is the Owner and Giver of all that we have (1Timothy 6:17-18). 

k) Each person is asked to maintain a Team Spirit and a Servant Heart in carrying out the will 
of God for this local Church family. 

l) To Embrace and Actively support the Mission, Vision and Values of Schoharie Valley Gospel 
Church. 

11) Five Dimensions of Church family Growth: 

a) You and your SVGC family will grow Warmer through Fellowship. 

b) You and your SVGC family will grow Deeper through Discipleship. 

c) You and your SVGC family will grow Stronger through Worship. 

d) You and your SVGC family will grow Broader through Ministry. 

e) You and your SVGC family will grow Larger through Evangelism. 

12) Summary of our membership commitment  to the family of God: 

a) Give up your rights (Matthew  16:24-25). 

b) Pick up your ministry (1 Peter 4:10). 

c) Show up to your Church (Hebrews 10:23-25). 

d) Cheer up your brothers (Romans 12:10-11). 

e) Back up your Pastor and leaders (Heb.13:7;17; 1Peter  5:5). 

f) Offer up your offerings (Malachi 3:10). 

g) Listen up to God (Psalm 119:11-16; Prov. 4:20) 

13) Having come this far in this lesson. it's time to ask yourselves some questions: 

a) How do you measure up? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b) Which is your strongest area? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c) Which area needs improvement? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d) What is your plan for improvement? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14) Welcome to the T.E.A.M. ! 

a) Together Experiencing A Ministry. 

b) Discovering your place on the Team. 

i) What is your Passion? 

ii) What is your Package of gifts? 

iii) What is your Personality ? 

c) At Schoharie Valley Gospel Church we view your walk with God and ministry involvement as 
a tremendous blessing, We desire to assist the body of believers in realizing their full 
potential in and for Christ through the discovery and development of their spiritual gifts. It is 
this common involvement and teamwork which brings glory to God and strengthens His 
Church. Together we can accomplish great things for the Kingdom of God. 

 

“Go Church: Love God, Love others.” 

 
15) ORGANIZATION OF THE  CHURCH 

Founding Pastors: 

 The Church has been in its new building since 2006. Along with the Church is Cornerstone Christian 
Academy. The Church was formerly located on the corners of Route 20 and Route 30a. The Church 
has been in existence for over 150 yrs. The Church was originally The Baptist Church of Sloansville. 
In the 70’s, the church became independent and became Schoharie Valley Gospel Church.  

 



Presbytery:   Shall be made up of the following:  senior pastor, associate pastor(s), and appointed elders 
or Trustees (Church Officers: Treasurer, Asst. Treasurer, Secretary) 

Trustees: 

 Pastor Brent Bushen 

 Gary Rudolph 

Church Treasurer 

 Arlene Lent-  

Asst. Treasurer  

 Linda Felice 

Secretary  

 Peggy Rudolph- 

Asst. alternate treasurer 

 Diane Eldridge- 

Pastors: 

 Brent Bushen 

 Linda Bushen - 

 Pastor Brent Bushen was installed as senior pastor in December 2008. 

Elders: 

 Pastor Brent Bushen 

Pastor Steve Wrabel (Offsite Advisor/ Elder-Pastor) Believers Fellowhip Center in Johnstown NY 

Deacons: 

 None at this time 

Meetings: 

 Annual Membership/ Budget Meeting-Yearly 

 Quarterly Presbytery Meetings 

Missions: Foreign and Domestic. 

Foreign Missions: 

 Evangelical Bible missions in Philippines- Edie Winsinger 

 Continental Missionary Crusade-Apostle Dario & Cindy Parish  

 Reach the World-Rev. Gary Bailey, 

Domestic Missions: 

 Rev. Eddie Hyatt 

 Joshua Fund-Israel 

 City Mission 

 Salvation Army 

 Samaritan's Purse-Franklin Graham 

 Christian Law Association-Dr. David C. Gibbs-Founder and President 



 Community Dinner’s and Food Pantry. 

 Holiday food baskets; Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. 

 Harvest Day Celebration 

 Youth Outreach (concerts, retreats, special events, etc.) 

 Evangelism-Reaching out to our neighborhoods; i.e. passing out tracts, home fellowship, and other 
evangelistic endeavors. 

The Church is called to be a light and salt in their geographical location. 

 Encourage believers to be involved in the political process: by praying and voting. 

 "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving  of thanks be 
made for  all men;  For kings, and for  all that are  in authority;  that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior; who will have all men to be saved,  and to come unto the knowledge  of the truth: " 1 Timothy  
2:1-4 

 To encourage local churches and believers to be involved in community projects, school projects, 
para -church organizations, etc. To reach out to city officials and businesses and the city work force, 
such as police department, etc. 

 


